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FOREWORD

by Ernest Callenbach

Walking in Los Angeles? The place where science-fiction writer Ray
Bradbury reported being accosted by police simply for the suspicious act
of being a pedestrian?

Well, yes. Adah Bakalinsky and Larry Gordon have done a lot of
walking in Los Angeles, and they are still at large—even though they must
arouse some suspicion by taking notes as they walk.

In this book, following the kind of little-known stairways that Los
Angeles and a few other wonderful cities have, they let their curiosity lead
them to fascinating places that the ordinary visitor, or for that matter the
freeway-confined Angeleno, never hears about, much less sees—and still
less comes to know and appreciate.

Walking with their book in hand is like walking with a lively and
perceptive aunt who’s always full of historical asides and startling bits of
current information. They have an eager eye for landscape perspectives,
remarkable old (or new) buildings, ironwork decorations, flowers and
other plants, and relics of the movieland past. Above all they give us a
sense of lived-in neighborhoods in a city usually thought of as completely
dominated by cars.

In a car, no one is a citizen—just a driver, passing through, showing
no curiosity, taking no responsibility. Adah Bakalinsky’s and Larry
Gordon’s passionate, gossipy interest in how and where people live, and
in the ways they shape their physical environment, shows the way to an
opposite and healthier attitude. On foot, people care about their physical
world. So let this charming guide lead you through the byways of Los
Angeles and also into a new way of looking at cities everywhere.

PREFACE

I, Adah, am a San Franciscan, not by birth, but by inclination and
residence.

I, Larry, born in New Jersey, live in Los Angeles by virtue of work
and wife’s family tics. Being curious, I explore my environment, always
looking for the lively walking streets of the sort I remember from the east.

So together we are writing about an aspect of Los Angeles disregarded
by most residents and visitors—its outdoor stairways! Los Angeles has
more than 200 stairways; they qualify Los Angeles as a walking city.

To walk the neighborhoods is to see and understand the essence of Los
Angeles. Neighborhoods are the backbone from which the color, the
diversity, the strength and the energy special to L.A. emanate—neighbor-
hoods not far from the famous corner of Hollywood and Vine, or the
famous shopping strip on Rodeo Dr. in Beverly Hills; neighborhoods
where roses grow wild, nasturiums twine around the porches, containers
of cacti overflow the solariums, and neighbors decide how to landscape
a common stairway.

Los Angeles stairways exhibit great variety. Some are easily seen,
some hidden; some are short, some extraordinarily long. They are con-
structed of a variety of materials including brick, wood and cement. Some
provide a shortcut to spiraling up a hill; some lead to a cul-de-sac. And
when you walk on a stairway it allows a changing landscape to come into
view.

Walking the stairways in Los Angeles provides a good introduction to
unofficial and folk history of the neighborhoods. The stairways become
informal “parlors” where one can easily visit with the locals, or merely
give a friendly greeting. Los Angeles is one of a small number of
American cities, including San Francisco, Pittsburgh, Berkeley and Bis-
bee, Arizona with numerous stairways, the human-scaled urban artifacts
that encourage walking and talking, marks of a civilized city.
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INTRODUCTION

Notes From My Journal:
L.A.Pop. 3,000,000. LA Longitude: 118°5°W. L.A. Latitude: 34°3°N. .
L.A. 465 square miles.

Our mission: to cajole, to attract, to entice people to walk in the
neighborhoods. By crossing freeways and hills, we discover neighbor-
hoods within short distances of our homes. Within the neighborhoods we
find “pedestrian friendly” walks, containing cul-de-sacs, disconnected
streets with the same name, streets with different names that curve into
each other and of course stairways, all providing interest and variety to
the walker. Stairways, our favorite nonconforming urban form, are the
focal points of our 18 neighborhood walks.

Walks are graded in terms of the energy obtained by eating oranges.
A two-orange walk is our baseline, a moderate walk. An orange plus
other suggested edibles indicates a moderate-plus walk. The time
needed per walk is around 2- 2 !/ hours.

The descriptions in the chapters were up to date at publication time.
However, neighborhoods evolve continually, as we discovered in rescout-
ing our routes. Some stairways may have gates, and gates may be locked.
A natural phenomenon, like a mud slide, may close off a path. If the way
is blocked, find a detour, and re-connect with our route as soon as you
can.
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LOS ANGELES
In the Beginning

I'wish I had been present the August week of 1769 when Father Juan
Crespi and Captain Gaspar de Portola and their party of 67 men arrived
from Mexico and camped near what is now the hub of Los Angeles.

In his journal, Father Crespi wrote, “We entered a very spacious
valley, well-grown with cottonwoods and alders among which ran a
beautiful river from north-northwest, and then doubling the point of a
steep hill [now Elysian Park] it went on afterward to the south..this plain
where the river runs is very extensive. It has good land for planting all
kinds of grain...and is the most suitable site of all we have seen for a
mission, for it has all the requisites for a large settlement.” The next day’s
entry notes, “...after crossing the river, we entered a large vineyard of wild
grapes and an infinity of rosebushes ...all the soil is black and loamy and
is capable of producing every kind of grain and fruit which may be
planted.”

The Spaniards encountered the Gabrielino Indians, who lived near the
Los Angeles River in one of 28 Indian viflages that existed in what is now
Los Angeles County, and zealously undertook the task of converting them
to Christianity.

In anticipation of a pueblo’s being established, the families of soldiers
and colonists came up from Mexico, and on September 4, 1781, Los
Angeles—El Pueblo Nuestra Senora de la Reina de los Angeles de

Porciuncula—was formally established by Don Felipe de Neve, the first
Spanish governor of the Californias. The population was 44.

1800. The population of El Pucblo is heterogeneous—Mestizos,
Spaniards, mulattoes, Indians and Blacks, numbering approximately 300.

The Californias are a dubious acquisition for the Spanish. The number
of conversions is limited, and the army and the crown have a short
attention span when they do not smell gold or spices. Consequently, there
is minimum interference from Spain,

1822. Spanish rule comes to an end. California is now part of the
United. Mexican States, and the missions become secularized. Land
grants are common gifls to family and friends. Dona Vicente Scpulveda,

1
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Il‘:/jf(i)clf)lf:ltot;a]r;a anq his gang of recidivists, a.k.a, police, arrive to destroy
o bcxcc(:)or;’es gzl) j‘::] ;:co IS victorious at the Battle of Cahuenga Pass, and
zsoxgugust 1846. The {\merican. flag flies over Los Angeles, population
00. Although there is no resistance initially, a change of America
military leadership precipitates a Mexican revolt here which continues fon
three months, Commander Stockton and General Kearny recapture Lor
Angeles on January 10, 1847. Captain John C. Fremont meanwhrzle dra :
upa pczsor.lal treaty of surrender for Andres Pico and his rebels, to oéc\zs
the .followmg day, January 11. Fremont defies General Kca,m dr
decides to be governor. Hig hubris is rewarded by a court-martial inyi 81[;3
18§0. Los Angeles is incorporated under American rule, and the stat ‘
of California is admitted to the Union on September 9 185(; .
1857. Lieutenant Edward 0.C. Ord completes the ;irst silrvey of Los
Angeles, establishing the present street pattern, An appeal is made to th
general public to purchase land at $1.00 an acre.
: 1876. The transcontinental railroad accelerates the influx of peop]
into Los Angeles, During the railroad rate war, it costs $5 to comert) Ip N
f'\ngelcs from the Midwest. In (he 10-year period 1880-1890 the ; ;03
tion increases from about 11,000 to about 50,000, i

tion patterns from railway to automobile,

1.901. The Pacific Electric Railway Company articles of inco ratio;
are SIgncd. “Safety, Efficiency, Speed”—the motto of the PE—arcIc)g tl ln
describes the most perfect elecm‘c-railway System in the world acco[::fc .
to f:veryone who rides the interurban red cars regularly L(;s An 1]ng
residents feel they are living in nirvana. Why wouldn’t th.c write lgc .
and “P.S. cor.nc. on down”? By 1910 the population was nea)rl' 320 O(;(())mc
Owizslz/.a'ij‘l:s :Z ‘ljhtla.mfamous ycal: that water, wrested and stole’n frc.)m
ey Y, 1s delivered, que:nch.mg Los Angeles thirst and ending any
\ about the power of the big city. The Owens Valley farmers are Jeft
In desperate straits; the San Fernando Valley, recipient of much of the

excess water blossoms, and is annexed
: 5 to Los Angeles i
population continues upward. e

LOS ANGELES: IN THE BEGINNING 3

1920s. Movies become a major industry. Hollywood is the favorite
location for studios; movie stars’ salaries become astounding—Gloria
Swanson’s is $20,000 per week.

1930s. These are the years of natural disaster—severe drought and
depression; the Long Beach 6.3 magnitude earthquake of 1933; and the
record flood of March 1938. The earthquake leads to passage of the Field
Act, which mandates carthquake-safety codes for public-school buildings
in California.

1940s. World War II. Industrial development is encouraged; freeway
development begins. Automobiles bring people to their destinations faster
and faster, but not so fast that they don’t begin to notice—smog.

1950s. The air-pollution control district bans residential incinerators.
Los Angeles repeals the height law restricting buildings to 150 feet,
opening the way for high-rises. The mayor succeeds in enticing the
Dodgers away from Brooklyn, making Los Angeles a major-league city.

Notes From My Journal:
Lewis Mumford wrote after World War II that “Central Los Angeles is

occupied by streets, freeways, parking facilities and garages.” On the
other hand, Anais Nin wrote in the 1950s that she found Los Angeles to
be the most stimulating city of new ideas and talented people outside her
native Paris!

1960s. Urban-renewal projects begin.In August 1965 the Watts racial
riot in southeast Los Angeles breaks out. It lasts four days and nights and
focuses nationwide attention on the poverty-stricken area and on the
paucity of social services available to its residents.

1970s. Another riot, protesting the Vietnam war and the inequities in
services available to the Chicanos living in East Los Angeles. Thomas
Bradley, the first black mayor of Los Angeles, is elected in 1973.

To the present. Highrises outline the horizon; Los Angeles has
become international corporate headquarters for finance, manufacturing,
shipping and retailing companies—especially Pacific-rim companies. A
sustaining interest in the arts is evidenced by the new museums, theaters
and art galleries. Los Angeles still retains a principal position in movie
and TV production.

Thousands of refugees from Latin America and the Orient pour into
L.A., and bring vitality and diversity of cultures—but also problems of
housing, transportation, education, environment and crime.

The city that so many people think is synonymous with automobiles
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Walk 1

DOWNTOWN
The Cradle for the City of Angels

Boundaries: Hope St., Sunset Blvd., Main St., Fifth St.
Rating: 3 Oranges

B Downtown Los Angeles may not be the neighborhood most tourists
clamor to sce; it may not even be regularly visited by most natives in this
sprawling megalopolis of enclaves and freeways. But downtown is the
city’s birthplace and is still the heart of finance, law, government, jour-
nalism and, more recently, the arts. Plus, there are the thriving ethnic
communities of Chinatown and Little Tokyo for strolling and dining and
the enormous discount garment and jewelry districts for shopping.

B Most of the stairways in downtown go up and down Bunker Hill, a
steep rise above Broadway that once was the most fashionable neighbor-
hood. But time and wealth marched on, leaving the huge collection of
Victorian homes to decay and, later, eventual demolition in a controversial
1960’s urban renewal project. The result is a new Bunker Hill seemingly
weighted down with office skyscrapers and condominium projects but
also graced with new cultural landmarks. So, within one walk, a visitor
can taste the early days of Los Angeles as well as what its boosters hope
will be its future as the capital city of the Pacific Rim.

B Westart at the Fort Moore Pioneer Memorial, which fronts Hill Street,
north of Temple St. between the Hollywood Freeway and Sunset Blvd.,

lots.

an easy walk from most downtown bus lines and Civic Center parking




6 Stairway Walks in Los Angeles

) usun|
I T

rrrrr

s

LA \

%:‘hf./,'f/""ﬂ'z W
/] i

5

Fort Moore Pioneer Memorial

~C
A IRV

N P — e —
———

DOWNTOWN 7

B By car, two other suggestions: 1) If heading downtown on Sunset

Blvd., watch for the right turn onto Hill St., just after Grand, and the

memorial is just after the curve of Hill St.; there is street parking during

non-business hours. 2) Or, park in onc of the Music Center lots on Grand

St. between Sunset and Temple, and then walk the block over the Iol-

lywood Freeway toward Sunset, looking for the street sign for Fort Moore

P1., which is also the main entrance to the headquarters for the Los Angeles

Unified School District; turn right down Fort Moore Pl., passing the

yellow one room school house (built in 1876 and moved here as an

information center) in the courtyard, until the road curves to the left. The

top of the two stairways will be there—beneath the beautiful Ficus Retusa

trees across from the front of the school board complex. Descend one of
the stairways

B The Fort Moore Pioneer Memorial is a large, hillside complex of
fountains, flagpoles and bas relief sculptures honoring a Mormon

battalion’s exploits in the War with Mexico. (If you arrived on ITill Street,

ascend one of the memorial’s stairways and descend the other.) From its

top are great views of downtown and the various modes of transportation

that built L.A.: the Los Angeles River (now a concrete-sided stream), the
great train yards and the roaring freeways. Straight ahead are the half-
Moorish, half-Art Deco style Union Station and the Post Office depot. At
the base of the memorial, we are on Hill St. After reading the inscriptions
honoring the soldiers, we cross Hill at the crosswalk at the edge of the
monument closer to the Hollywood Freeway and take the utilitarian
concrete stairway, flush against the freeway, down to Broadway, turn right
and continue on Broadway just past Temple Street.

B On our right will be the Hall of Records, designed by Richard Neutra
and finished in 1962. In view on our left will be the main entrance of the
majestic City Hall. Just after the Hall of Records on Broadway, in line
with City Hall, is the double-sided stairway entrance to the Civic Center
Mall. A series of easy steps leads us up to the Court of Historical Flags,
lined with banners from the Revolutionary War. Watching for possible
subway construction detours, we cross Hill Street and follow pedestrian
pathways on either side of the circular driveway going to a subterranean
garage. Continuing straight ahead, we are in a park between government
buildings. On one side is the county courthouse, on the other is the county
Hall of Administration. Along the central lawn are statues of George
Washington and Christopher Columbus. And, we walk up one of the twin
stairways up to the monument dedicated to Ukranian victims of oppres-
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sion under Stalin and Hitler, At the foot of another set of twin stairs are a
le?rge fountain and large plaque and map detailing the settlement of the
ggﬂﬁVz ‘z:.c)end the stairway. (Or we can take the pedestrian tunnel under
M Ontop, we cross Grand Avenue to the low-riser steps up to the plaza
of the Music Center, the cultural focus of downtown. Here are the Doroth
Chandler Pavillion (home of the Philharmonicand the Awdemyzi.wards)y
the Ahmanson Theater and the Mark Taper Forum. We can explore thc,
center’s plaza and return down the Stairway back to Grand and turn right
We cross Grand at the first comer, which is First St. On that corner is z;
hz.mdsome bust of Abraham Lincoln. Continuing on Grand, we now cross
First St. On the other side of Grand is a parking lot which will one day be
the site for the new home for the Los Angeles Philharmonic being built
with donations from the Walt Disney family.

! We continue along Grand, heading toward the skyscrapers of the
sulll-unﬁnished redevelopment project on Bunker Hill. But just before
Third Street is great relief: the red-sandstone facade of the new Museum
of Contemporary Art, a 1986 cluster of austerely beautiful low-rise

;::;:) s;l;: At the rear and side are peaceful gardens, with fountains and a
B From the front of the museum, we cross Grand at Third and continue
on Third Street one block and turn left on Hope St. On Hope, we are in
the center of West Coast corporate power. The names on the buildings tell
the story: Wells Fargo, Security Pacific, Arco, First Interstate. The Wells
l}:‘:rgo Cou,rt at #330 Hope has some nice restaurants, including a fancy
Y];[ c:u:: ts;ewﬁ; rcl:ﬁmmue on Hope, passing the glass and grcen-papeled
B Atthe end of Hope, on our left is the highest building in the city: the
73-story First Interstate World Center, cilled Library Tower by mz.m
Just next to that tower is what city planners hope will become the moZt
famous_stairway in Los Angeles; some 80 as far as to say it will become
the equivalent of the beloved Spanish Steps in Rome. Finished in 1990
the Bunker Hill Steps were designed by renowned landscape architec;
Lawrence Haiprin. A miniature river of bubbling water gushes down the
center and shops.and cafes are scheduled to open on the terraces.

B As we descend the stairway, the sunburst-gold pyramid top of the
Central l"'ubh'c Library will be directly ahead, across Fifth St. The 1925
masterpiece ‘of architect Bertram Goodhue, ‘the library is a‘mixture of

DOWNTOWN 9

Egyptian and other styles. The library is being renovated and expanded—a
job hastened by the tragic arson fires of 1986. Meanwhile, we can content
ourselves by reading the inscription carved into the library directly ahead
of us at the bottom of the Bunker Hill Steps: “Books alone are liberal and
free. They give to all who ask. They emancipate all who serve them
faithfully.”
M We turn left on Fifth and continue on Fifth. (For an interesting detour,
we cut to the other side of Fifth, along Grand Ave., is the new main
entrance to the recently refurbished Biltmore Hotel. We can cut through
the hotel, peeking into its lobbies and ballrooms, We exit via the Olive St.
side of the holel along Pershing Square. Outside the hotel, we turn left and
walk along Olive to the corner and turn right on Fifth.)
B We continue on Fifth and cross Hill St. and turn left on Hill. We follow
Hill, but beware of subway construction. Between Third and Fourth, we
will pass near the spot where a funicular, the beloved Angel’s Flight, once
took as many as 12,000 riders a day up the 325-foot-long incline for a
nickel; built in 1901, Angel’s Flight was closed in 1968 in the name of
what I feel is questionable progress, replaced by a housing project. That
created a real problem for pedestrian access up steep Bunker Hill and city
planners promise a new funicular will be built nearby in a few years.
H On Hill, just before Third Street is the entrance to the Grand Central
Market. We turn right into the market hall. Built in 1917, the Market is
an enormous Old World collection of fruit stands, butcher shops and
bakeries. It has a strong Latin flavor and an emphasis on the inexpensive.
We can eat and browse our way through to the Broadway entrance and
turn left. We will pass the Million Dollar Movie Theater, a Spanish
language cinema housed in one of the ornate movie palaces that made
Broadway Los Angeles’s premier street in the Twenties and Thirties.
Broadway is still a bustling shopping and entertainment area, primarily
for Latino immigrants. We cross Broadway at the corner of Third St. and
on the other side, at #304 Broadway, is the Bradbury Building, an 1893
landmark which has one of what I think is the most beautiful interiors in
L.A. Behind the bridal shop at street level is a serene court surrounded
with Victorian grillwork, dark wood and antique elevators—all under a
dramatic skylight. Going inside is like taking a step back into a gentler
time; quite a contrast to the bustle outside.
B We return to Third St. and continue one block to Spring St. Turn left
on Spring. On our left, in the middle of the block, we can study the bas.
relief sculpture of the history of journalism on the Los Angeles Times
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garage built in 1989, We Stay on Spring, crossing Second St. and there is
the Art Deco-style Times complex, stretching along Spring to First. This
block once contained the first brick school house in the city, the first city
hall and even a Civil War ¢ra army corral that held camels,
B We tum left on First Street and the main lobby of the Times is justup
from the corner. The lobby, called the Globe lobby after its centerpiece
glabe of the world spinning around an astrological belt, has interesting
exhibits on the city’s history and Jjournalism. The strong Art Deco flavor
extends even (o the bronze mailboxes; it feels like g place where Clark
Kent would work. Tours of the building can be arranged from here. This
is actually the fourth home of the Times; one of the predecessors was
blown up in a 1910 Iabor dispute.

B We retumn to Spring St., cross it and tum left, crossing First St. Just
ahead on Spring is City Hall, at #200 Spring St. We walk upits temple-like
courtyard steps to the entrance of the 28-story tower, which was built in
1928 and was the highest structure in the city until the 1950s, Tours are
available as is an elevator ride up to the observation deck.

B Back down the steps to Spring St., we turn right and continue on
Spring, crossing Tem ple. The U.S. Court House is onourright. On Spring,

way, and on the
right side will be the concrete stairway leading back to Hill St and the
Fort Moore Memorial,

M However, for those interested in seeing the old heart of Ios Angeles,

heritage. (Free guided tours of the park are offered ’I‘uesday-Saturday, 10
AM.- 1 P.M. hourly from the Hellman building next to the firehouse at the
southeast corner of the plaza, For more information, call 213-628-1274.)
B Onourleft s the entrance to Olvera St., areconstruction of a Mexican
colonial market street, Stalls and shops sell artifacts and sweets while
cafes beckon with tacos and musical serenades, It may have an ajr of

DOWNTOWN 1

tourism kitsch, but the auto-free environment is a ple?lsu;e‘;vge “::Lk ;32::
i St., is the Avila Adobe,

to its end and back up. At #8 Olvera St., . .
isti i ity; i ilt in 1818 by Don Francisco Avila,

existing house in the city; it was built m- '

one of %hc city’s leaders, and it served briefly as American headquarters

during the War with Mexico. . .

] (/%s we emerge back to the plaza, the Union Passenger Term mal,l ;hi

glorious railroad station finished in 1939, will be 9ver oul: left shoulde

across Alameda St. It is worth a detour for those with the time.) (

B From Olvera St., we cross the plaza, past the bandstand in the ;en;l;

On the other side is a pedestrian street called Paseo de la Plaza. To _

left, where it intersects with Los Angeles St.isa r&tc{red firehouse, dan:i

bac;c to 1884. Next door, at #130 Paseo de l1a Plaza is the park ({fﬁ;e.lhc

the comer of Main, at #430, is the Pico House, a forme:: hotel bm.lt ‘y !

last Mexican governor of California in 1869. The Itahar.latct:uiixtzfi ;i

left on Main, following the

now used as an art gallery. We turn - . -

of the Pico House. At #416 Main is the first Masonic Hall in Los Angeles,

from 1858. . _ .

M We turn right at the corner of Arcadia, cross I'Vlam, an_d cont{nuc 03

Arcadia paralleling the freeway. We stay on Arcadia, cr.ossmg Spring a:r

Broadway. On the other side of Broadway, just to the right of thf: lc.x]):m m,

is the concrete stairway up to Hill St. and the Fort Moore Memoria alro

here, Chinatown and Little Tokyo are ezisily reached for a good meal.

B

Y
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B Turn left on Twining. The section between Mino Court and Grey Dr,
is a dirt footpath, Turn left on Betty Dr. Around the corner is a house on
a Jot covered by green shag rugs, a humorous substitute for grass and a
prize water-saving device. Continue past Zane St.

M Turn left on Kenneth Dr., then bear left on Bowman Blvd. A beautiful
specimen of oleander is here and the homes in this section show very good
care. Here is another sidewalk signature: Will F, Peck, contractor, 1925,
As we walk east, Bowman turns into Gambier. At Eastern Ave. we are

startled by the glowing red color of the Farmdale Public School on the:

grounds of the El Sereno Junior High School. On the school walls are
pictures of books, also painted red. Continue to Phelps, and turn right on
Phelps to walk up the stairway next to 2840 to Lynnfield. Another 97
paces take us to Chadwick Circle (next to 2746.) We thought someone
should have one, and now we’ve found it—a private funicular at 2755
Chadwick!

W Now veerto the right toward our beginning. We see the four jacaranda
trees on the Chadwick “peninsula.” They are in full bloom (it is May), and
the sight of masses of pink blossoms is one of the bonuses at the end of
our walk,

B This is a long walk, but we register a panorama of homes, hills, and
valley, all within the confines of a single neighborhood, El Sereno.

LYNNFIELD CIRCLE

CHADWICK CIRCLE
/ 220

KENNETH
PHELPS AVE.

El Sereno

Walk 3

HIGHLAND PARK

Avenue, Lane, Street, Place and Drive

Boundaries: York Blvd., Figueroa St., Pasadena Fwy, Ave. 61,
Ave. 66
Rating: 2 Oranges, 1 Tangelo

W Charles Fletcher Lummis, Highland Park’s most noted resident,
arrived in December 1885 by foot, from Cincinnati, Ohio. He financ.ed
his walk by writing reports for the L.A. Times. Subsequently, he was c.lty
editor for two years; then magazine editor for Southwest Land Of Sunshine
(later renamed Out West).

M During his walk to L.A. Charles Lummis was deeply affectcfi by the
color, the space and the drama of the landscape. He became convinced of
the infinite possibilities of southern California and the Southw'est, and
dedicated the rest of his life to promoting the area, its arts and architecture,
and the rights of Native Americans.

M Lummis, together with like-minded friends, organized ‘lhc Sequoya
League in 1901 to seek the goal of fair treatment of I.ndlans throu.gh
legislation. Congressional money to acquire land for displaced Native
Americans was one of the results of their work. To further advance the
case for the West, Lummis became a sensitive photographer of the
Southwest Indians and the desert landscape; he hand-built his hoysc, El
Alisal, of native stone; he established the Southwest Museum, which has

i the finest collection of Southwest Indian arts in the United States,
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B The Southwest Museum and El Alisal are the heart of the unusual
collection of cultural institutions in the Highland Park neighborhood. In
addition there are Heritage Square, an open-air museum of rescued and
preserved original buildings from 1865-1920; Casa de Adobe, replica of
a 19th century hacienda; and Occidental College.

M In anticipation of the L.A.-San Gabriel passenger railway, serious
home building in the area began in the late 1880s, and within a few years
Highland Park became the first area to be annexed to original L.A.

B The area of Highland Park near Mount Angelus and Ave. 61 has a
marked Latino atmosphere, but more Asians and Anglos are moving into
the neighborhood, probably displacing the Latinos. Figueroa St., formerly
a thriving business section, has suffered a setback since Ivers, a large
department store, moved. While the merchants are trying alternative ways
to attract new customers, the Highland Park Heritage Trust is actively
encouraging appreciation of Highland Park history through house tours
and walking tours and preservation of vintage photographs and old
buildings. Currently 51 structures in the neighborhood have historic and
cultural monument status.

B The Highland Park neighborhood impressed me with its short streets,
but actually these are just streets that end with a stairway or an unpaved
section or a house or nothing, Many street names continue.for long
distances over several segments. However, the generic names—Ilane,
walk and place—change abruptly and® constantly. I like that kind of
surprise, which throws me slightly off balance and keeps me alert.

B Begin by ascending the stairway at the cross signs of Figueroa St.
(6100 N.) Piedmont Ave. and Mt. Angelus Walk (100 N.) The Highland
Park Adult Center is across the street. Gates were installed at the entrance
of the Mt. Angelus Walk stairway and some other stairways to prevent
thefts and break-ins. If the gate is locked, follow the alternate beginning
route given at the end of this walk. Today the gate is open. We pass small
houses and gardens that line both sides of the stairway, and at the top, at
the intersection of Mt. Angelus Place (6200 E.) and Mt. Angelus Dr. (6200
E.), we see a flowering jacaranda tree.

B Turn right on Mt. Angelus Dr., walking uphill. Enter Lamont Dr. (200
W.), which bears left. Descend a stairway near 251 Lamont Dr. to
Garrison. A magnificent cedar tree stands in front of us. N

B Look out on York Blvd. and see the former police station, dating back
to the 1920s. Tt has been used as a site for movies, and there is a proposal
to convert it to a police museum or a community center.

fli<
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B Turn left on Garrison to Emerson Walk stairway. Ascend to Lamont
Dr. (across from 263). Turn right on Lamont and continue to the charming
Grimke stairway. Ascend to 242 Wayland. Echium, roses and jade are
planted here. Turn right on Wayland to Monte Vista stairway. Descend to
La Follette Dr. (The day we walked, the gate here was locked so we
continued right, descending the hill on La Follette Dr. to Outlook Ave.
Turn left and continue to Livermore Terr. Tum left and proceed to Monte
Vista, where you rejoin the route, which has come down from La Follette
on steps.)

M Continue downward to Mt. Angelus Dr. (6100 E.) Tumn left. At 6155
we ascend the stairway to 268 La Follette Dr. Turn right on the stairway
(across from 252 La Follette) descending to Mt. Angelus Dr. Go right,
then turn left on Sumter Dr. Cross Piedmont Ave. to the Senior Center.
(We went in to find out what kinds of activities are available, to talk with
some of the people, and to read the bulletin boards, where we found many
listings of inviting travel opportunities.)

B After exiting the center, turn left on Figueroa St.; tumn right on Arroyo
Glen. 6211 is The Abbey San Encino built around 1915 by Clyde Browne,
master printer. The arroyo stone house/castle, set in an acreage of trees,
shrubs and cactus is imposing in its appearance of perpetuity. The beauti-
ful round window in the Abbey was designed by the Judson Glass Design
Studios, an integral part of the cultural Highland Park community.

Notes From My Journal:

A resident who has lived all her life in the Highland Park neighborhood
remembers that Browne, who allowed children to walk through his
property, would put out scrap paper from his printing shop for them. (I
recall Oscar Wilde’s Story “The Selfish Giant” who lived in a state of
grace when he allowed children passage through his garden.) She also
remembers that Browne permitted children the use of the Abbey basement
Jor Halloween. It was the perfect setting for a Halloween fright because
of the shadows and the sounds of the shop machinery. The kids acted
scared and screamed. The Abbey, now a private residence, is on the
Cultural Heritage list.

B Turn left on S. Ave. 64, which has nice bungalows on both sides, At
the intersection of Marmion Way, ascend the stairway and turn right.
(Marmion was part of the old Camino Real connecting the Highland

'neighborhood with Pasadena. The Red Line electric railway also ran on

it.) Cross the Ave 64 Bridge over Freeway 110 into Arroyo Seco Park.
Find a bench under the buckeye tree to sit and eat oranges and tangelos.



SRR

20 Stairway Walks in Los Angeles

Notes from My Journal:

The wet arroyo is recalled by a resident as the perfect place for pollywog
hunting among the oaks and sycamores, before the Works Progress
Administration put in the storm drains during the late 1930s and the
Arroyo Seco Parkway was built.

B Return across the Ave. 64 bridge and ascend the stairway connecting
to Ave. 66. Continue northeast on Ave.66. The Judson Glass Design
Studios (200 S. Ave. 66), built in 1901 and known as the “Tiffany of the
West,” still continues the tradition of fine glass work. The Arroyo Guild
of Craftsmen met here; their motto, “We Can,” is above the entrance:

B Turn left on York Blvd (6600 E.) Pass the Evangelical Formosan
Church at 6501 E. York Blvd. Turn left on Figueroa to Piedmont and our
beginning.

B Route in case the Mt. Angelus Walk stairway is locked:

Piedmont to Sumter to Mt. Angelus Dr. to Monte Vista St. E. to Livermore
Terr. Ascend the Monte Vista Walk stairway to La Follette to Wayland.

Tour Information:

H El Alisal: Wednesday-Sunday 1-4 p.M. 200 S. Ave 43.

Tel: 222-0546

B Ieritage Square: First and second Sunday of Month 11-3 p.M.
3800 Homer St. Tel: 222-3150

B Southwest Museum: Tuesday-Sunday 1-5 p.M. 234 Museum Dr.
Tel: 221-2163

B Casa de Adobe: Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday 1-5 p.M.

4605 N. Figueroa St. Tel: 225-8653

Walk 4

MOUNT WASHINGTON

EAST and WEST
An Articulated Walk

Boundaries: Mt. Washington Dr., Ave. 50, San Rafael Ave.,
Marmion Way
Rating: (see separate sections)

B Mt. Washington, about 1600 feet high:is located in the northeast part
of L.A. The surrounding neighborhood is one of our very favorite areas.
The beauty here cvokes a feeling of tranquility and, as we round a bend,
surprise at seeing an extension of a view that we had not imagined. It is
similar to experiencing, in piecemeal form, a panoramic photograph.

B Downtown is 10* physical minutes away; the psychological distance
is thousands of minutes. We see hawks circling in the air, squirrels
scampering up the eucalyptus, imaginatively designed homes, home-
brewed “architecture without architects,” luxuriant vegetation and expan-
sive views of the San Gabriel Mountains, Verdugo Hills, San Rafael Hills,
Lincoln Heights Valley and downtown L.A. Through it all, we feel nestled
in and charmed. It is easy to understand the affection Jack Smith of the
L.A. Times and a resident of Mt. Washington expresses for the neighbor-
hood through his columns. It is also easy to see why so many of the locals
of the area settle in for several generations.

B This walk is separated into two parts to encompass the contrasting
attractions in Mt. Washington. The eastern half, around Marmion Way
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MT. WASHINGTON WEST

Trek to the Self-Realization
Fellowship on 3880 San Rafael Ave.
And Beyond

Rating: 2 Oranges, !/, Cantaloupe

H Mt Washington Dr. along the arroyo was the old carriage route to the
summit. Accessible transportation viathe L.A. & Santa Fe railroad opened
the Mt. Washington area in 1884, and the first houses were built on the
hillin 1907. In 1909 the L.A. & Mt. Washington incline railway operated
a 2-car cable rail that paralleled the present Canyon Vista Dr. The
destination was the luxurious and popular trysting place, Mt. Washington
Hotel, at 3880 San Rafael Ave. During the 1920s hunting lodges were
built at the top. Now the lodges are gone and the railways are defunct. The
hotel reopened in 1925 as the international headquarters of the Self-
Realization Fellowship, founded by Paramahansa Yogananda.

B Webeginat Ave. 43 and Marmion Way. Walk up the Ave. 43 hill and
ascend the angled concrete stairway near the intersection of Glenmuir.
Continue westward on Canyon Vista Dr. toward the intersection of Mt.
Washington Dr. Bear right on Mt. Washington Dr. to San Rafael Ave.
Turn right on San Rafael Ave. Turn right on Elyria Dr. into the grounds
of the Fellowship.

B There are 10 acres of grounds, and the plantings feature fine specimens
of a variety of trees—coral, camphor, and tupidanthus. Luther Burbank,
the horticulturalist and plant breeder (1849-1926), gave the swami a
spineless cactus which is still thriving. A white gazebo for meditation and
awishing well for spiritual wishes are two structures along the pedestrian
path.

B The main building is open to visitors, and has a lounge with very
comfortable seating and a library of books relating to the fellowship. A
receptionist at the desk answers questions and arranges short informal
tours.

7o T ~’£‘W' prosm
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H When we go out the main gate of the Fellowship, we tum right on San
Rafael and shortly pass the Mt. Washington School (the children are
enjoying life in the playground—no school today). Veer to the left on
Seaview Avenue to connect with Seaview Lane.

B Tumn right on Seaview Lane. The extraordinary view of the surround-
ing hills and mountains makes us feel expansive and eager to continue
walking. Most of the homes here are custom-designed, and therc are
striking examples of contemporary architecture. 4226 and 4234 are
noteworthy. At 4163 is an example of Craftsman style. Situated back from
the street, it has a rear balcony instead of a front porch for greater privacy.
B At the juncture of Seaview Lane and San Rafacl, turn right on San
Rafael; then turn left on Glenalbyn, and veer right on Mavis Dr., which
curves right until we reach Ave. 46 (400 W.) At that point, Mavis becomes
Ave. 46. Walk to the left and descend the Clermont stairway, beginning
at the intersection of Clermont St. (4500 N.), Mavis Dr. (300 W.) and Ave.
46 (400 W.) to Canyon Crest.

® Turn left on Canyon Crest to Ave. 45. Then turn left on Ave. 45 to
Glenalbyn. Turn right for one block to Ave. 43. Turn left and go downhill
to Marmion Way, where we see the desert tan structure at 202 Ave. 43,
formerly the 1909 cable-car station, now a private residence.

Shorter Return Route from the Fellowship

Headquarters
B Turn left, south, on San Rafael Ave. from the gate. Turn left on Mt.
Washington Dr. and bear left onto Canyon Vista Dr. Descend the Glen-
muir stairway, and continue down to Glenalbyn, Ave. 43 and Marmion
Way.

Notes From My Journal: .
In 1907 Robert Marsh and Co, laid out the streets of Mt. Washington,
including the crown of the hill, all part of Rancho San Rafael.
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Walks 5 and 6

Introduction

Although the Echo Park and Elysian Heights area is just north of the
downtown skyscrapers, very little has changed from the look of 50 years
ago. And that is rare in a city just now falling out of love with the
philosophy of ‘‘rip ‘ém down and build something new.’’ Tobe sure, Echo
Park’s population has changed; it is now home to many working-class
Latino and Asian families, many of them recent immigrants, mixed in with
old Anglo residents, aging hippies and a new influx of professionals
looking for decent housing close to downtown. There are some slums, and
problems with graffiti and gangs.

Still, this hillside community is a comfortable place with a real sense
of history, amixture of inner-city and country-lane living. Its many houses
from the Thirties, Twenties and even, in some cases, the 1880°s are
cherished for their character and their spacious yards. Its shopping district
on Sunset Blvd. is a lively, ethnic potpourri and its hilltops offer stunning
views. Dodger Stadium is an easy walk away, and the neighborhood is
blessed with two famous parks: Echo Park itself, with its lake and geyser
fountain; and Elysian Park, whose 600 acres make it the second largest
park in L.A., after Griffith Park.
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Walk 5

ECHO PARK
Gingerbread Houses and Sports Stars

Boundaries: Glendale Blvd., the Hollywood Freeway,
Sunset Blvd.
Rating: 2 Oranges

B Westart in front of the Angelus Temple, at the intersection of Glendale
Bivd. 1000 N. and Park Ave., at the northern end of Echo Park lake, just
across from the California Federal bank highrise. The temple was built in

1925 as the headquarters of evangelist Aimee Semple McPherson.

Designed to resemble the Mormon Tabernacle in Salt Lake City, the
domed structure is still home to McPherson’s Four Square Gospel Church
and is very busy on Sundays and holidays. We cross Park and walk on the
footpath along the westernside of the lake, bordering Glendale Blvd. Echo
Park lake itself is one of L.A.’s most photographed sites and has been used
as a setting for many movies. Taking up most of the park’s 26 acres, the
lake has some enormous lotus plants, an attractive wooden footbridge and
an armada of rental paddleboats. Its best feature, however, is the geyser
fountain in its center,which was happily refurbished in time for the 1984
Olympics. Its enormous spray sends a message of coolness even to the
harried commuters on the nearby Hollywood Freeway.

M Halfway down the lake, after signs for Santa Ynez and Kent Sts., we
will be across from the twin-sided Clinton St. stairway, covered with a

mural showing athletes in motion._At the crosswalk, we rr_efully Cross . .
 busy Glendale Blvd. to the west side. The mural was another gift from the
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Echo Park

ECHO PARK 31

1984 Olympic era. It is sometimes scarred by graffiti, but that does not
dim its powerfully painted images of runners, swimmers, bikers and
baseball players. We ascend the stairway and at its top will be Belmont
Ave. Turn left on Belmont, and in one block is a concrete stairway at
Bellevue Ave., just next to the splendid California bungalow at #508
Belmont. We descend that zig-zag Belmont stairway back down to
Glendale Blvd. and cross Glendale at the light back to the southern end
of the park. We stroll along the bottom of the lake along Bellevue Ave,
and turn left up the footpath on its eastern side which runs parallel to Echo
Park Ave. About halfway up the lake, we cross over to the built-up side
of the street. There are great examples of hillside, courtyard bungalows
at #650-684 Echo Park Ave. with their private stairway in the center. This
is a very Mediterranean-looking spot, which conjures thoughts of Echo
Park as the setting of Raymond Chandler novels. We veer right onto
Laguna Ave. by St. Athanasius Episcopal Church on the corner. This
wood shingled church, built in 1890, seems lost from the English
Countryside but has a vibrant parish with many community outreach
programs, including a well-known organization which works to keep
youngsters out of gangs. The building itself, however, may be doomed,
as the Episcopal archdiocese is planning its headquarters and a new church
on the site.

B Along Laguna, we will pass homes built on hills with steep stairs to
their front doors. We can stop to notice the rounded, brick stairs at #844
Laguna and just after that comes a row of garages and then a public
stairway, the Crosby Place steps which we climb. Sometimes cluttered
with refuse, these steps are bordered by old palm trees and offer great
views of the lake. On top, we walk straight ahead for a block and turn right
on Kensington which goes downhill and turn left on Bellevue Ave.

B At the second comer, turn left on W. Edgeware Rd. We are now inthe
architectural preservation district called Angelino Heights, one of the few
areas in the city where all architectural changes must be in keeping with
the original spirit, in this case Victoriana of the 1880s and turn-of-the-cen-

tury Craftsman style. Some are rundown, although visible evidence of

what was once a very fashionable area. But there is a growing restoration

3

movement, particularly along Carroll and Kellam Avenues, and the -

restorationists are adding political activism and street festivals to the -

scene.
W We turn right on Carroll for a real treat, the splendid Queen Anne and
Gingerbread houses that make you forget you are in a new, tropical city.
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Laveta Stairway

ECHO PARK

Two houses, #1343 and #1325, were even moved from other neighbor-
hoods onto the block recently to aid in the revival. Particularly note: #1345
Carroll, with its wrought iron railings on its widow’s walk; #1330 and its
second-story porch; the tower at #1320, Wander on Carroll, past Douglas
St., eventually making a left turn onto the other end of the circular
Edgeware Rd. and a left turn again on Kellam Ave., which has its own
share of charming houses. Tum right on Douglas St. and-in two blocks
turnleft on W. Kensington Rd. The restored Victorian at #892 Kensington
and the big Crafisman style at #902 are interesting. Turn right at Laveta
Terrace and we follow it down the hill to Sunset Blvd. We cross Sunset
at the light and turn left. At the comer, Laveta picks up again and we turn
right onto it. We follow Laveta around the bend; very soon, on our left,
just across from 1322 Laveta, is what was once one of the most elegant
stairways in the city. Now poorly maintained, the wide Laveta stairs are
reminiscent of Italian piazza steps and have overhanging-lips, broad
side-arms and gracious lampposts. Residents complained that an over-
zealous Hollywood director recently filmed an auto chase scene there,
badly cracking some of the steps; barrier poles now stop any accidental
or purposeful car rides down the steps.

B We ascend and walk straight ahead on Laveta,watching the proud,
symmetrical line of very tall Royal palm trees. Turn left on Scott Ave. and
in two blocks cross Echo Park Ave. and turn left along it. Continuc on
Echo Park Ave. At #1325 isabranchof the famous Phoenix bakery, whose
headquarters are in Chinatown. Here we can sample Chinese takeout and
some of the best baked goodies in town, especially the cream and straw-
berry birthday cakes. Next door, for fast food fanatics, isthe original stand
of Pioneer Chicken. On the other side of the street is a lively newsstand
which offers newspapers and magazines from many different Latin
American countries to immigrants hungry for word of home. This area is
also known for home-style, ethnic restaurants, such as Barragan's
Mexican eatery at #1538 Sunset. We cross Sunset and turn left on itsother
side.

M Because of ils proximity to Dodger Stadium, this stretch of Sunset was
dubbed Avenue of the Athletes and its sidewalks are sporadically dotted
with plaques honoring famous sportsmen and sportswomen who have
California connections. However, the plaques can be hard to find by
passersby and the street is no rival for the star-studded sidewalks of
Hollywood Bivd. So keep your eyes peeled to the sidewalk on our side of
Sunset, in front of the clothes store at #1606 Sunset for the plaque for track
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star Parry O’Brien. Between the tavern at #1616 and the clothes shop at
#1618 is one for tennis player Jack Kramer. In front of the Two Dollar
Bill’s store at #1624 are Olympian trackman Bob Seagren and baseball
great Sandy Koufax. (On the other side of Sunset, along the wall for the
Pioneer Market parking lot are the plaques for baseball’s Jackie Robinson,
basketball’s Bill Sharman, Dodger manager Tommy Lasorda, and
Ellsworth Vines of tennis. Everyone but fanatics can probably skip seeing
those because of the heavy traffic near the market.) Continuing on our
side of Sunset, near the corner of Logan is a plaque for a non-athlete: it
honors L. Andrew Castle, the late owner of the camera store at the end of
the block; his plaque’s symbol is a camera.

B We turn left on Logan and follow it to Park. We turn right and we are
back at the lake and Angelus Temple.

Walk 6
ELYSIAN HEIGHTS

Memorial to a Cat Named Room 8

Boundaries: Glendale Blvd., the Glendale Freeway, Scott Ave.,
Stadium Way
Rating: 3 Oranges

B We start at the Elysian Heights Elementary School, located at the
intersection of Echo Park Ave. and Baxter St., at #1562 Baxter. Along the
Echo Park Ave. side is a remarkable and 8elightful memorial—or group
of memorials—to the late and lamented school mascot. Yes, a cat. In the
concrete sidewalk along the fence are about 30 written or drawn tributes
to the kitty who came one day in 1952 to schoolyard, was adopted by the
class in Room 8 and stayed for the next 16 years. Appropriately, he was
named Room 8. One sample:

‘“Without a Name
To Room 8 He Came
To Give Our School
The Greatest Fame.”’

B Not on display is the book two teachers wrote about Room 8. But, we
should not miss the painted mural of Room 8 along that side of the school.
M Heading back toward Baxter, we turn left on that street and walk in
front of the school’s main entrance. We continue up Baxter, past Princeton
and Valentine Sts. At the next intersection, the one with Avon St. 2100,

+
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the enormous Baxter Street stairway will be just over our right shoulder,
about a quarter block ahead up Baxter.

B We start to climb the breathtakingly steep stairway as it zigzags up.
Ascending, we walk past the grassy hillside, spotted with jade and
iceplant. This concrete stairway is in excellent condition and hikers can
take a break and sit on one of its steps to contemplate the fine views of
the Hollywood sign and Griffith Observatory.

M Ontop, follow the gravel path, which merges with a private driveway,
to the street directly ahead. Turn right on that street, which is Park Drive.
We are on a high ridge bordering Elysian Park. The park and its thousands
of Eucalyptus trees are on our left side, along with a hint of Dodger
Stadium and its vast parking lots; Silver Lake and Griffith Park on the
right; the downtown skyscrapers and Art Deco City Hall tower arestraight
ahead. Yet, this remains secluded and is beloved for its private, nearly
rural flavor, Walking here can cause a feeling of dislocation: are we in the
country or the city?

M We turn right at Duane St., where it intersects with Park Dr. 1900 N,
Down in the hollow over our right shoulders, we can see the Elysian
Heights Elementary School. Duane St. curves directly into Avon St. At
the first intersection, which is with Morton Ave. 1800 and Lucretia Ave.
1800N., we turn right onto Lucretia. In that first block of Lucretia, just
after it curves is the entrance to the wooden Avalon St. stairway. It is
located on the right side of the street, between #1895 and #1889 Lucretia.
We descend. The Avalon stairway was damaged in a fire in 1985 and still
shows some scars under the white paint but city engineers insist it is safe.
The climb down its 170 steps and boardwalk bridges can be a bit scary
after all that solid concrete but the effort is worthwhile. Again, the views
of Hollywood are great.

At the bottom, we continue on Avalon St. and cross Echo Park Ave.
Continuing on Avalon, we pass Preston Ave. and then at the intersection
with Vestal Ave. 1900 N. is a concrete stairway. We ascend that second
Avalon St. stairway and can pause lo see the sweet bungalows along the
stairs and the well-tended yucca and jade plants. The gate at #1810 looks
like an English coachhouse and the garden in front seems like an oasis
from city life.

H On top, we turn right onto what is Lemoyne St. 1800N. and follow
Lemoyne for the equivalent of about four blocks. In front of the English-
style house at #2005, Lemoyne is split by a center island. We take the
upper portion on our right and continue on Lemoyne past Baxter, noticing
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the wooden, modern townhouses at #2106. Finally, Lemoyne ends at
Cerro Gordo St. 1800.

B At that intersection is a city-owned water tank and just to the left of
that tank is a small concrete stairway. There is nosignbut it is called Wiles
PL. For a brief but astonishing detour, we climb up those stairs and follow
the brick path and then wooden stairs to a hillside enclave of homes,
secluded to the extreme. The wooden house at #2312 looks like a Russian
dacha. The public walkway really ends there, so we must resist the
temptation to continue. We tum around and walk back to the water tower,
descend the stairway and tumn left on Cerro Gordo.

B In two blocks, Cerro Gordo intersects with Echo Park Ave. We tum
left on Echo Park and turn right at the next street, which is Curran St. We
continue on Curran for one block until it ends at the top of the Curran St.
stairway. We descend this well-maintained stairway and only the sight of
the freeway in the distance spoils the country atmosphere for the homes
along the steps. Tumn right at the bottom, which is Valentine St.

B Turn left at the first corner, which is the intersection of Valentine and
Cerro Gordo 1500 N. We walk on Cerro Gordo for a block and tumn right
onto Avon St. We follow Avon St., past the two entrances to circular Avon
Park Terrace and Donaldson St, and come to the intersection with Baxter
St. Over our left shoulders will be the Baxter St. stairway that we climbed
earlier. We turn right on Baxter, going away from the stairway, and return
to the Elysian Heights school.
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Walks 7 and 8

Introduction

Silver Lake belies the notion that Los Angeles is just a soul-less blur
of commercial strips and housing tracts. Huddled around a gorgeous
reservoir, this hillside neighborhood is a lively mixture of Anglo, Latino,
Asian, gay and straight residents, of street life and privacy. Its hillside
homes, and many stairways, offer wonderful views of downtown
skyscrapers and of nearby mountain ranges. Its shopping streets offer a
funky mixture of avante-garde cafes and old-fashioned services missing
from the trendier, and more expensive, regions of the city’s better known
Westside. The mixture of nature and city (only ten minutes from
downtown) has long attracted artists and designers to Silver Lake and the
area is dotted with the work of such famous architects as Richard Neutra
and R.M. Schindler.

For stairway walkers, Silver Lake can at times have the feel of a
Mediterranean village, especially when the blue water of its namesake
reservoir, built in 1900 and the oldest in the city, peeks through. We have
divided up the area into two walks—on the eastern and on the western
side of the reservoir. As one of the oldest and hilliest neighborhoods in
the city, Silver Lake has many—more than 40—stairways, some of which
do not fit easily into a roundtrip walk. So, if you have time, visit some of
its other stairways listed in our index.
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Walk 7

SOUTHWEST SILVER LAKE
Above the Blue Water
with Laurel and Hardy

Boundaries: Silverlake Blvd., Sunset Blvd., W. Silverlake Dr.
Rating: 3 Oranges \

B Webeginour walk at what is probabiy the most famous urban stairway
in America: the ones up which Stan Laurg! and Oliver Hardy hilariously
tried to carry a piano in their Academy Award winning film of 1932, ““The
Music Box.”* This concrete stairway is located between #921 and #935
Vendome St., just off of Sunset Blvd., near the cross street of Del Monte
Dr. 3300. Film historians tried, without success, to have it declared a city
landmark and it still attracts its share of visitors. The stairway was recently
renovated and given modern light fixtures and railings; so its place in
movie history is not easily recognizable. But as we ascend it, past the old
Spanish style homes and courtyards along the stairs, we can imagine the
early days of the Hollywood film industry, which had several of its studios
in the Silver Lake area. As the noise of Sunset abates, we approach
Descanso Drive on top and turn left on Descanso. We follow along
Descanso’s island of trees and flowers. Between 3375 and 3365 Descanso
is a long, sometimes littered stairway to Sunset. Skip that and continue
another block, noticing the spectacular views of downtown’s skyscrapers.
Turn right on Micheltorena St. At the end of the block, at the intersection -
with Winslow Dr., is the start of the Micheltorena stairway, one of the
grandest stairways in thie city. We start to descend the first of its 218 steps
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and continue, crossing Larissa Dr., down to Sunset Blvd. There areseveral
houses whose only access is off the stairs; particularly interesting are
#1361 and #1367 Micheltorena.

5 B This stairway bears the scars of city life: graffiti and some refuse. But
one nearby resident called it ‘‘magical and mystical’” even though he
complained that it took a fib to get the stairs cleaned up recently. After
what he said were many previous telephone calls to the city’s strect
maintenance crews, he said he called once more and made up a tale that

i the mayor was about to visit the stairway for a ceremony. Within a couple

X of hours, a crew was cutting back weeds and collecting litter there.

f Micheltorena Street itself was named after another California official: '
i General Manuel Micheltorena, next to the last of the Mexican governors

i of California. Micheltorena established a system of public education.

! However, his term (1842-45) was notorious for the plundering by his

; rag-tag army. Micheltorena was undone by a revolt which eventually led
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to American control.

M On Sunset, turn left and walk four blocks and turn right at Lucile Ave.

Cross Sunset and continue up Lucile.

W (Before heading up Lucile, you may want to explore this interesting
. shopping area along Sunset, with its boutiques and eateries, its Latin and
'5 gay flavors. Among the highlights: E1 Conquistador, a lovely Mexican
restaurant at #3705 Sunset; the Olio, a bphemian theater at #3709; Ozzie
Dots used clothes shop at #3906; the Seafood Bay restaurant at #3916,
beloved for its very fresh and inexpensive fish; La Perlitabakery at #3918. '
If you take this detour, come back to Lucile and turn left up the hill from
the north side of Sunset.)
M We take Lucile for two blocks and turn right on Effie St.and a quick
left turn on the continuation of Lucile. Bear to the left, staying on Lucile
at its intersection with Carnation. At #1830 Lucile is the well known Falk
Apartments, R. M. Schindler’s 1939 project that seems to combine
Bauhaus and Japanese aesthetics. We walk up and down its center
staircase and see how he created a hillside village and gave each apartment
its own small garden and views of Hollywood. We continue along Lucile
another block to Landa St.
_ M We tum right and ascend the Landa St. stairway. We pass Edgecliff
1 Dr. and continue up. We can turn around to catch the vistas of Griffith
' Park, the Griffith Observatory, the Hollywood sign. The three secluded
. homes along the upper walkway occupy a dream spot with rare quiet.
Southwest Silver Lake c Especially charming is #3616 Landé, a: ivy-covered house English-style

—— g e —

— e —— — e — e




D i ot i b A L R T T Y SN B PRI V. V- ML I = == v i LN
T A e PR Py e i3 A LA A e I L S AW 10 b v L T A 1 ettt W
RS o AN I ol PO T meerpt-2)

o e R R ey

42 Stairway Walks in Los Angeles

house. On the other hand, living there has its problems: mailmen and
newspaper boys will climb the steps but garbage pickup crews won’t; so
the residents have to carry in their own groceries and drag their trash to
the top or bottom of the stairs. On top, we turn left on Maltman which
curves into Landa. We will be passing along the walls on the right hand
side of what once was the five-acre estate of silent screen star Antonio
Moreno. It is now the Immaculate Conception Home for Girls. The
secluded complex was damaged in the October 1987 earthquake.

B We tum left at the intersection of Landa and Micheltorena. We are
now on the spine of a steep, lush hill, lined with expensive homes that
have views of the reservoir. The imaginative stucco house at #1856
Micheltorena was designed by Gregory Ain in 1939. At #2109, we make
the sharp-angled right turn onto Rock St., which soon will merge into
Redcliff St. In another block, turn left onto the much-interrupted Landa
St. On Landa, we walk past Castle St. until the stairway at the end of
Landa. In the distance, we can see the cross of Forest Lawn Cemetery in
Glendale in the hills on the other side of Silver Lake reservoir. We descend
the winding stairway, bedecked with wildflowers, jade plants and cacti.
M At the bottom, turn right along Redesdale Ave. A busy, small park is
on the left. Continue on Redesdale (avoid the urge to follow the joggers
on West Silverlake Dr. around the park) for another three short blocks and
watch for the sign for Swan P1. Just across from #1760 Redesdale at Swan
is a steep and utilitarian stairway which we ascend up to Rotary Dr. and
then continue up directly ahead on stairway up to Webster Ave. At the
top, we turn left on Webster and catch our breath for a succession of quick
turns: turn left on Dillon, turn right on Effie, turn left on Cicero Dr.
Between #1637 and #1631 Cicero is a charming stairway; we descend and
notice the quaint little house on our left as we go down.

H At the bottom, we turn left on Redcliff Ave. At the first intersection
we turn right on Murray Dr. (avoid Murray Circle). There is an interesting
garden at #1536. After #1523 Murray Dr. and the lot next door, and just
to the right of #1511, is the concrete Murray stairway. We descend and
turn left at the bottom on Hamilton Way.

B At the intersection of Hamilton 3300W and Murray Dr. 1400N,
between #3224 and #3300 Hamilton is another stairway. We descend this
stairway, which can be messy at times. That reminds us, as we get closer
to Sunset, that Silver Lake is in the midst of the city. At the bottom, we
are on Sunset and we turn left. We continue for a block and a half to
Vendome and cross Sunset and we are back at our starting point.

2

Walk 8

EASTERN SILVER LAKE

The Streetcar Doesn’t Stop Here
Anymore

Boundaries: Silver Lake Blvd., Allesandro St.,Riverside Dr.,
Fletcher Dr.
Rating: 3 Oranges = 2% wi.

B This walk takes us through a varied landscape of hills, landmark
homes, busy streets and country-like quiet. Eastern Silver Lake has been
cut off from much of the world by the Golden State and Glendale
Freeways; that has given the neighborhood more of a sense of place,
ironically, and sometimes a sense of a place happy to be forgotten by the
rest of Los Angeles.

M We begin near the intersection of Silverlake Blvd. 2400 N. and
Glendale Blvd. (If heading by car north from downtown along Glendale
Bivd., tum left on Silverlake; if heading south on Glendale, turn right. A
Bank of America branch and a Chevron station are at the intersection.If
heading north on Silverlake, stop just after Earl St. Park on the 2400 block
of Silverlake Blvd.)

M Wealthy homeowners and ambitious architects used this boulevard to
work out their house dreams in days when there was much less auto traffic
and the reservoir’s previous configuration brought the water closer to the
road here, As a result, it is dotted with landmarks of the Modernist and
International movement, particularly of Richard Neutra. At #2300 Silver-
lake Blvd. is Neutra’s home, originally built in 1933 and partially rebuilt
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by his son Dion in 1963 after a fire. This house, remarkably advanced for
its era, uses glass and roof-top ponds to bring nature into everyday living.
His widow has willed it to Cal Poly Pomona architecture school. (The
Neutra firm still has an office around the comer on Glendale Blvd.)

Continuing along the boulevard is what some call Neutraland: a string of

five houses—#2226, 2232, 2238, 2242 and 2250-——from the late Forties
to through late Fifties. Each is like a piece of Modemist sculpture,
horizontal planes of glass and wood. The next intersection is Cove Ave.
where we turn left.

B Atthe top of the street is the Cove Ave. stairway. This is a wonderful
concrete stairway that has stunning views of the water and of Griffith Park.
Its shallow and long steps are lined in parts with cedar trees. As we climb
to the apex, the feel is like a stroll in an Italian Alpine town. Walk another
block across Apex Ave. and tum right for about 50 feet. Just across from
#2121 Apex is a set of stairs through an old but well-kept court of wooden
bungalows from the 1920’s. Lined with ivy and snapdragons, it is a relic
of a style of Los Angeles life that is fast disappearing, replaced by
highrises and shopping centers. We descend and turn left onto Glendale
Blvd. and carefully cross this busy thoroughfare. In two blocks, turn right
onto Loma Vista Place. On our right is a quirky, castle-like home at #2384;
its mosaic, wavy walls and blue color give it an Alice in Wonderland style
and seem to consciously imitate the work of Barcelona’s Antonio Gaudi.
M Straight ahead is the start of what is probably the longest, uninterrupted
stairway and walkway in the city.It goes up and down the hill in a series
of steps and paths lined with trees and bungalows. (However, beware of
loose dogs here; we were made a little wiser by aset of canine teeth ripping
through a pair of pants. Happily, neither dog nor walker was hurt and the
dog’s owner paid for a new pair of pants.) At one point, Loma Vista
widens out to a double set of concrete stairs and sidewalk as the adjacent
hills of Elysian Park come into view. Palm trees and jade plants abound
in a neighborhood that has a taste of Sixties hippiedom still flourishing.
Another long stairway brings us down to Allesandro Way and the fencing
of the Glendale Freeway. Turn left and make another Jeft turn at the next
corner, Earl St. We bear right along Earl and just across from #2261, near
a street sign for Bancroft Ave., is the gigantic zigzagging Earl St. steps
which we ascend to the top. These, like many in the neighborhood, were
built as shortcuts to the old streetcar lines, now mourned by natives as
auto-choked Los Angeles starts building an expensive subway.
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M On top, turn right quickly right onto Hidalgo Ave. and follow it for a
long stretch, with fine views of the reservoir on your left. After the third
intersection, Ayr St., Hidalgo will end in a stairway, spotted with jade and
cactus, which we descend. On the Hidalgo Ave. stairway, we can see
vistas of Forest Lawn Cemetery in Glendale and of the San Gabriel
Mountains, At the bottom, we turn right on Electric St, which we follow
until it bends to the right and becomes Silver Ridge Ave. Around the bend,
between #2506 and #2494 Silver Ridge is a concrete stairway in between
secluded hillside gardens and homes. We descend and turn left at the
bottom on Lake View Ave. (Do not take the stairway straight across Lake
View.)

B We tum left at India St. 2500 and walk down the hill to Silver Lake
_ Blvd. where we turn left. Silver Lake Blvd. makes a 90 degree right turn
at the next intersection, which is Teviot St. We turn right, staying on Silver
Lake and we are back at Glendale Blvd. and our starting point in a block.

Eastern Silver Lake
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Walk 9

FRANKLIN HEIGHTS
Detours, Uphills, and No Sidewalks

Boundaries: Los Feliz Blvd., Hyperion Ave., Fountain Ave.,
Vermont St.
Rating: 2 Oranges, 3 Raisins

M Franklin Heights neighborhood is fortunate in having much variety,
geographic and architectural. The houses run from small to grand, from
ugly to handsome. The terrain of hilly, tircular streets adds personality to
the smallest and plainest of domiciles, and determines how one gardens.
A resident living on Griffith Park Blvd. for 30 years told me that she
bought her lot because of the favorable slope; she knew that her garden
would be adequately watered.

Notes From My Journal:

I enjoy seeing the strong sculptural shapes of cacti and succulents—the
desert sajuaro, the century plant, the barrel cactus—alongside the lyrical
shape of native California bunchgrass. These plants not only utilize the
basic semidesert climate of L. A., but also provide a foil for the rounded
and scraggy hillsides. The Franklin Heights walk shows these ideas of
good terrain management, and also poor management where grass and
other nondesert plants are dominant.

B We begin at the 1926 Shakespeare Bridge on Franklin Ave. between
Myra and St. George. The white, lacy, open-arch appearance of the bridge
has an anachronistic quality (it is listed as L.A. historic cultural monument
No. 126). The Los Feliz School is on the south side of the bridge; the ABC
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Studios are to our right and a hillside of palm trees and houses is below
us.

M Turn left on St. George. John Marshall High School, a brick, half-
Gothic structure, is on the northeast corner of St. George and Tracy. It
was due to be closed because it did not meet earthquake code standards,
but a feasible alternative was adopted—a new interior plus the old shell
which was in good condition. Now we retrace our steps back along St.
George St. to Lyric Ave. (2400) and turn left. Across from 2435isanopen
area completely covered with ivy.

B Turn right on Ronda Vista Place, then left on Ronda Vista Dr. Tum
right on Radio Walk (2200 N.) Cross Franklin Ave. and descend Radio
Walk stairway, a beautiful long shady stairway flanked by oleander,
Italian cypress and bottlebrush. Between each two cross streets, the
stairway is divided into series of stairs and landings, in a minimalist,
rhythmic way. Meanwhile, new vistas continually emerge. Cross Holly
Vista Ave. and continue down the stairway to Deloz. Turn left on Deloz
Ave, to Prospect Walk staii-way. Turn left on Prospect Walk stairway and
climb back up to Holly Vista Ave. 1801 Holly Vista is a dark brown house
with balconies that are overwhelmingly full of succulents and desert
plantings. The accouterments of a true gardener are visible—shelves of
redwood pots, clay pots and bedding plants. continue up Prospect Walk
stairway to Franklin Ave.

M Turn right on Franklin Ave. Follow Franklin to Mayview Dr. to see
the Griffith Observatory to the northwest. Continue to the intersection of
Clayton Ave., where we note the special homes here and an extraordinary
view in all directions.

W Tum right on Clayton and take the stairway next to 3880 down to
Cumberland Ave. Turn right on Cumberland and follow it around to
Sanborn Ave. Turn right on Sanborn and take thestairway to Clayton Ave.
(This is a tricky area to map, with a stairway and a cul-de-sac and a
serpentine loop, but fun to walk.) Tumn right on Clayton to Deloz Ave.
Turn left on Deloz to Prospect Walk stairway, next to 1741, and descend
the short section of the stairway to Prospect Ave. As we follow the curve
around the bend toward the right (going uphill) to Deloz, a great view of
north and west L.A. opens up. A little to the left, north of Radio Walk
stairway, is the intersection of Melbourne Ave., which we follow toward
the left. Melbourne turns into Sanborn Ave., which we follow to its end.
Take the Sanborn stairway to Franklin Ave. to our beginning.
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Franklin Bridge

FRANKLIN HEIGHTS 51

Notes From My Journal:
The Franklin Heights Walk was an exciting one to explore because we
found so many equivocal sections—we could go this way or that—and we
found sections of special interest that would not blend into a coherent
walk. What to do—design three walks, two walks, or three in one? While
Gene Smith was mapping a three in one, we discovered the Pegasus shape
to the walk! It is an intriguing form. We always look for a shoe or a boot
shape to our walks; they portend very good walks. Pegasus adds another
dimension—possibly a flying, leaping walk.

Franklin Addendum Walk
Rating: !/, Orange

Bl The reason for the walk addendum here is our discovery of a superb
structure, Villa Giuseppi, at 3431 Waverly Drive. It was designed in 1927
by my favorite California architect, Bernard Maybeck (1862-1957), for
Earl C. Anthony, then owner of the Packard agency and radio stations
KI1J and KECA. In 1950 Anthony sold the estate to Daniel and Bernadine
Murphy Donahue, who gave the 9-acre estate to the Sisters of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary in 1970. It is now used as a novitiate and motherhouse
and retreat house.

B My first impression of the Anthony villa was disbelief—all this room
for two adults and a child? My second impression was, How fanciful and
romantic. Maybeck utilized motifs of Renaissance architecture such as
carved designs on doors and downspouts, turrets, and unexpected nooks
for solitude. Day retreats are available and tours are given from time to
time. Telephone The Immaculate Heart of Mary for information. (213)
664-1126.

B The original gardens at the villa were designed by Mark Daniels, a
gifted landscape architect who planned the total layout—home sites,
stairways, gardens and curving streets with ornamental urns—of the
beautiful Forest Hills neighborhood in San Francisco (1912) that I love to
explore.

B Walk south on Griffith Park Blvd. from the intersection of Los Feliz
Blvd. Turn left on Rowena and turn left again on Waverly Dr. Across from
3412 is the 9 acre plot of Villa Giuseppi. It is best to call ahead for
permission to walk through the grounds.

B Continue on Waverly, then make a right tum on Maxwell St., which
becomes St. George St.,and walk to Griffith Park Blvd. Detour left to
2906-2912 to see a most charming bungalow court built in 1925. Reminis-
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cent of Norman cottages, the units have pitched shake roofs and stucco-
and-wood construction. A brick walkway pulls one onward toward a
planted area in the center and to the rear bungalow, which has a white
stucco tower topped with an ingratiating dunce cap roof and weather
vanes. Architecturally, this is an oasis. These dwellings are said to have
been occupied by Disney artists working in the original Disney studios
which were around the corner on Hyperion Ave.

I Return to the intersection of Griffith Park Blvd. and St. George St. On
the southwest corner is the Church of St. Casimir (1951), its doorway,
encircled by tiles decorated with religious, historical and nature motifs.
St. George on horseback and St. Casimir at a desk with a manuscript are
also painted on tile. Casimir (1458-1484) was Prince Of Poland.

M At this point you can hook into the main Franklin Walk by walking
west on St. George to Lyric and turning left. Or if you would rather keep
to the addendum outline, walk west on St. George, turn right on Tracy and
then right on Ames St. (a delightful area where we see the mailman
walking his route wearing headphones). Contractors’ sidewalk signatures
and dates along the way provide us with an easy index to the development
of the area,

B Continue on Ames to Ben Lomond PL. and tum right. At Rowena tum
right to Griffith Park Blvd. On the corner is a handsome, half-timbered,
modified-hip-roof house. The structure behind 3212 Griffith Park is a
home masquerading as a fortified castle. A 10ng incline driveway leads to
the residence behind the high-angled cement retaining wall with protrud-
ing vertical rows of stone. Now continue north on Griffith Park Blvd, to
Los Feliz Blvd. to our beginning.

Franklin Heights
(addenda)
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Walk 10

LOS FELIZ
Eclecticism Works if All Is in Scale

Boundaries: Los Feliz Blvd., Vermont Ave., Edgemont St.
Rating: 2 Oranges, 2 Figs, 3 Walnuts

B The Los Feliz neighborhood, high in the hills of northeast L.A. is a
choice place to live. It is 15 minutes from downtown L.A. and adjacent
to the 4000-acre Griffith Park, the larges} municipal park in the United
States. Los Feliz was the original Beverly Hills, with stunning views and
hillside privacy. Many movie stars resided here in the 1920s and *30s and
a few do today. It is also the site of an architectural masterpiece by Frank
Lloyd Wright, the Ennis-Brown house, which is on our route.

Notes From My Journal:

The group of 44 settlers from Los Alamos, Sonora arrived in Los Angeles
on February 2, 1781, accompanied by Corporal Jose Vicente Feliz and
three other military personnel. Their seven-month trip to Upper Califor-
nia was part of a long-range plan for the colonization of this Spanish
holding. Governor Neve gave detailed instructions concerning land dis-
tribution and design of a town. A formal founding celebration for Nuestra
Senorade la Reina de Los Angeles de Porciunculawas held on September
4, 1781. Corporal Feliz, who was a very popular leader, continued to
guide the group through the first few years and eventually became owner
of Rancho Feliz. Today, Los Feliz Blvd. provides a beautiful entrance to
a section of the historic holdings.
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B Webegin ourexploring at Los Feliz Blvd. and Catalina. Walking north
on Catalina, we scan an overview: from distant panoramicdowntown L.A.
to tile-roofed houses on the slopes, to close-ups of ivy and lantana ground
cover and an orange tree in the lawn of 230. As we walk we meet the
neighbors, eager to share information about their favorite stairways.

B Turn right on Cromwell to Berendo stairway (next to 4803 Cromwell
and across from 2251 Berendo) and ascend. An ornamental concrete lion’s
head is in the center of the divided stairway. A high wood slat fence is on
the left, together with-many bamboo trees and ivy—the leaves, three-
lobed and layered, make a lovely pattern when back-lit by the sun.
Halfway up the stairway is a wide landing with benches and urns, a
convenient rest spot with a view. We reach Bonvue across from 4799.

Notes From My Journal:

The Berendo stairway only strengthens my belief that public stairway
subscriptions should be used to maintain stairways. The donors would
contribute $12 yearly toward maintenance, names and dates would be
inscribed on the risers, and the recording of the names would be kept in
the city archive office. A subscription would be a great gift for any
occasion, and another source of neighborhood and family histories.

B Tum right on Bonvue past 4791, which has a wall and a view only of
the vegetation in the yard. To the right of 4791 is a large multi-angled and
balconied three-story pink stucco house. It appears to be on Bonvue, but
actually its address is on Glendower. 4781 Glendower (even the number
looks like a Bonvue address) is set back on the lot and has a series of
patterned cement planters.

B We cross the street and between 4781 and 4749 Bonvue is a concrete
stairway lined with eucalpytus, which we ascend. Here we keep looking
back because the views are so grand. At the top, walk through the archway
and tumn right at the cul-de-sac which is at the end of Glencairn. Walk past
4817 Glencairn, a brick, flat roofed one-level structure surrounded by
trees, pyracantha, cactus and jasmine. 4828 has a belvedere allowing a
360-degree view. As we approach 4835 Glencairn, a three-story wood
house, we may hear mockingbirds sing among the jacaranda trees. The
location of 4840 offers a wide, unobstructed view. Closer at hand stands
a Canary Island palm in the backyard of 4885 Glencairn. Follow the curve
of Glencairn to Catalina (2500 N.), then turn right.

M The copper-domed Griffith Park Observatory, built in 1935, is visible
from here. It is always a reassuring symbol from whatever neighborhood
we see it. Continuing to the fork in the road, we turn right on Glendower
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past 2829. On our left, adjoining Griffith Park, are sandstone cliffs. Across
from 2775 they have been united to prevent slides.

B We pass by the descending stairway at 2763 Glendower and continue
on Glendower in the direction of descending numbers. After webearright,
we reach the Ennis-Brown house, designed by Frank Lloyd Wright in
1924, The wall, ornamented with Mayan designs, begins at 2665 Glen-
dower and continues around the bend. The house, at 2607, is high on a
hillside overlocking Olive Hill and the L.A. Basin, and can easily be
identified. From the exterior, it is a grandiose Mayan style structure—an-
gular, massive, cinder blocks of grayish color. It has the appearance of a
fortress, but from the play of the patterns of the ornamental grillwork gate
into the courtyard, we assume that light and reflections from the decora-
tive windows are intrinsic parts of the interior.

B The house, belonging to the foundation that is overseeing renovation
work necessitated by water seepage into the cinder blocks, is on the
National Register Of Historic Places, and has been designated as a
Cultural Heritage Monument by the L.A. City Council and The Cultural
Heritage Board. Public tours are conducted on the second Sunday of
January, March, May, July, September and November. Reservations
required (213-660-0051).

W If you want to see an R, M, Schindler home from 1952, walk past the
Ennis hometo 2567 Glendower. It is stucco, covered with extended roofs.
But I find I"'m so caught up with the intensity and the drive of the Wright
imagination and design that the other homes do not pique my interest.

B As we turn around and walk back to the left, we do appreciate the scale
of the homes built here, which allows room for architectural variety. We
continue west along the curve of Glendower until we reach the stairway
at 2763. Descend the wide concrete stairway into a cul-de-sac. The
stairway has been designed with lovely curves and landings and a nice
touch, a lamppost. We hope it’s kept in good repair. Continue to the
bottom of the stairway where the sign says Bonvue (4700 W.). Turn right
on Bonvue, then left on Catalina to Los Feliz, to our beginning. '

Notes From My Journal:

Fires in the hills in the dry summer months are normal hazards of view
top living, The chaparral—the low-growing shrubs on the rocky hillsides
such as mesquite, manzanita, creosote bush and yerba santa—{lourish in
the aftéermath of a fire because of the concentrations of nitrogen and
phosphorus in the leaves of the resprouts.. E

LOS FELIZ

B Griffith Park: North end of Western Ave. north of Los Feliz Blvd.
Hours: Daily 5 AM.-10:30 P.M.

M Griffith Observatory and Planetarium: Hours: Tuesday-Sunday
2-10 P.M.

W Griffith Park is a wonderful place for an cuting—from asimple picnic
to a hike of variable length, to a day indoors in the Science Museum or
Planetarium. One of my favorite places is the fern grotto, Ferndell, where
sycamores and ferns flourish because of a running spring.
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